
               Mithian Primary School  

              Art and Design 

At Mithian we value art, craft and design; the role they play in helping pupils to think critically and how art, craft and design contribute to wider culture.  Our art, craft and 

design sessions are structured to ‘engage, inspire and challenge our pupils’.  We want the best for our children and wish them to succeed in all aspects of their life; each 

child fulfilling their potential socially, emotionally and academically.  Fundamentally we wish them to “EMERGE from Mithian as a lifelong learner” having acquired 

knowledge to help them to use emotional intelligence, motivation, self efficacy, resilience, grit and enthusiasm for both learning and life.  At Mithian we enable all pupils 

to engage in activities which are helping them to gain ‘knowledge and skills to experiment invent and create their own works of art, craft and design’.  As part of our 

EMERGE ethos we are committed to developing children’s individual talents and this includes helping them to realise their full artistic potential.  Our children at Mithian 

experience a balance of drawing, painting, craft and design and sculpture and 3D to enrich their art experiences.  As well as nurturing and developing pupil’s own talents 

the teaching of art, craft and design allows our children to know, and connect, ‘how art and design both reflects and shapes our history and contributes to the culture, 

creativity and wealth of our nation’.  We promote and connect with local and current art influences too.   

Art and Design curriculum at Mithian is taught through following the national curriculum and creating bespoke topics for our children.  To ensure variety and 

breadth as well as progression of skills art and design objectives at Mithian are on a two-year rolling programme.  Each class has a minimum of three art and 

design topics per year.  Each year group undertakes at least one drawing, one painting, one sculpture and 3D and one craft and design study.  In alternate 

years children have a special one day focus on craft and design skills or sculpture and 3D skills in addition to an in-depth study on the opposite area of 

learning.  Children ‘know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and the understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.’  

Children learn how their knowledge in other subject areas supports them in their art and design activities.  ‘They evaluate and analyse creative works using 

the language of art, craft and design.’     

Our Art and Design units at Mithian are structed on a 6 part process:                      
 
Prior Learning – what skills/techniques do the children already have from previous experiences?  
Enquiry Question – about great artists, architects, craft makers and designers existing artwork in a real context linked with the 
context and purpose of the project 
Assessment – focus practical tasks building on skills and techniques from prior learning and teaching explicit new ones required, 
imitating and experimenting  
Sequence – plan; using knowledge of the artists’ piece, the imitation / experimental session and their own skill level children to plan a 
piece   
Prior Learning / Enquiry Question – creating! Children create their final piece of Art.  
Assessment – children celebrate and evaluate their own product referring to the artist and original piece.  

                

(for more detail see our teaching sequence)             



 

• At Mithian we use a two-year rolling programme therefore skills may be taught in the previous year cycle so if already learnt pupils could use these 

skills in following sessions.  

 

• Our Art and Design teaching is based on using Kapow units as a guide however within the skills progression these units have been adapted with 

suggested ‘Mithian outcomes’. 

 

• Each year there will be a focus on Drawing and Painting.  ‘Sculpture and 3D’ and ‘Craft and design’ will be taught each year however on alternate years 
this will be reduced to a one day special focus in addition to more in-depth study.  Staff will be aware of this and will be able to include the alternate 
focus as part of focus days or other curriculum areas where possible.   
This one day will be a skills based only session, it will not require planning and evaluation elements.  We believe it is important to our children to have 
experience of learning Sculpture and 3D and Craft and design every year whilst they are at Mithian so that it prepares them with skills they are able to 
use throughout their lifetime.    

 

 

The positive impact of our Art and Design curriculum is that children’ EMERGE from Mithian as lifelong learners’ being able to perform everyday tasks confidently, 

including being able to ‘invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.’  When they leave Mithian children are able to ‘think critically’ and have a ‘rigorous 

understanding of art and design’.  They will become ‘proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.’  Children will leave Mithian 

understanding ‘how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation’, as intended by the national 

curriculum.  Ultimately children will know more, remember more and understand more about art and design, demonstrating this knowledge when using tools or skills in 

other areas of the curriculum and also in opportunities outside of school.  As artists, craft makers, architects and designers children will develop skills and qualities they 

can use beyond their experiences at Mithian transferring these into their immediate future and adulthood.   

 

~  bold blue writing links with national curriculum expectations https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239018/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_Art_and_design.pdf  
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