Intent

At Mithian, we strongly believe in the importance of developing children'’s
communication and language skills across the curriculum. Writing is an integral part
of this as it gives children a way to communicate their knowledge, skills and ideas in
all aspects of education and life. Pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid basis
of grammar and a strong knowledge of spelling to facilitate this. We ensure that
children are given transferable skills that are built upon year by year and by the end
of their time at Mithian, pupils will be confident in writing for different purposes as
well as in a range of styles to inform, entertain, persuade and discuss.

Oracy is also at the heart of our curriculum as this is the basis for writing. Children
will be able to articulate their ideas clearly and coherently, which will naturally feed
into high quality writing. Through oracy, children will develop their vocabulary and
understanding of a wide range of texts and discussion points.

Implementation

Writing is taught daily throughout the school. In EYFS, this begins with phonics and
children develop their writing skills alongside their reading. Children progress by
developing their gross and fine motor skills through a range of activities, both indoor
and outdoor. Letter formation is taught specifically; gradually children develop word
and sentence writing. In each year group, writing is taught through the use of focus
texts and a clear curriculum link. Texts are chosen by the teachers and much thought
is given to the specific cohort to ensure that children are engaged, inspired and
motivated in their writing. Children are exposed to a range of model texts to develop
a clear understanding of the differences and similarities between text types. The age-
related expectations for writing are taught throughout the school in daily lessons.
Grammar and spelling are taught explicitly as well as continually integrated into
children’s learning in order to provide context. Shared writing is used in all year
groups in order to develop children as writers and ensure that the full writing process
is seen and understood. Children are expected to maintain a high standard of the basic
skills for writing. These are continually revisited to ensure a strong foundation and
teachers then build upon these in line with age-related expectation. Children are
taught to read through their own writing from EYFS; as children move into KS1 and
KS2 this builds into learning the skills for editing and appraisal.

Teachers plan and teach through a range of methods that best suit the children in
order for pupils to learn in the most effective way. Resources from Grammarsaurus
are primarily used and supplemented with further resources from areas such as
Literacy Shed and those created and developed by Mithian teachers themselves; this
gives teachers the freedom to use their professional judgement and knowledge to the
greatest extent. Effective methods are regularly shared across year groups to develop
best practice across the school. All units however are progressive and developmental



in their process, building knowledge and skills in order to write a coherent piece that
uses a range of features and techniques applicable to this genre. These units have been
carefully chosen to ensure a great range of coverage across year groups and the
school. Links to the wider curriculum have been made where appropriate to develop
children’s learning in a meaningful way, as well as ensuring that children cover a
range of literature, from classics to more diverse texts.

Handwriting is taught in all year groups. Correct posture and pencil grip is introduced
from EYFS to ensure that children begin their writing journey successfully. Children
learn to join with cursive formation from KS1 and this is developed into KS2. Children
are expected to evidence this through all work across the curriculum.

Spelling is explicitly taught in all year groups. In EYFS, this takes the form of phonics
and early high frequency words. As children move in KS1, further phonics teaching is
in place alongside high frequency words. Children follow the Spelling Shed
progression throughout KS1 and KS2 once they have moved on from the phonics
scheme, receiving explicit daily teaching in this. Some children in KS2 will receive
spellings based on their phonic learning if they are still partaking in this learning to
ensure that a strong phonic basis is in place for the development of their writing.

Impact
Children’s learning will be assessed through:

e Formative assessments based upon daily writing.

e Summative assessments based upon a final piece written in learning logs. At
least one will be completed each half term and will be assessed against Babcock
assessment for writing grids.

o Weekly spelling tests in KS1 and KS2.

e Half termly GPS assessment using Rising Stars or previous end of KS1/KS2 SATs
papers.



