
 

Class 1 Year 5/6 – Reading Overview – Year A 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

UK economy (1) 
Earth and Space 

Early Islamic 
civilisation 

UK economy (2) 
The Highwayman 

Anglo-Saxons Ecosystems Industrial Revolution 
Macbeth 

Writing model text:  
Space report 
 
 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
Cosmic – Frank Cottrell 
Boyce 
Phoenix – SF Said 
Counting on Catherine 
– Helaine Becker 
A Galaxy of her own – 
Libby Jackson 
Space maps – Lara 
Albanese 
 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
New release 
 
 
Reading units:  
Space 
Black History Month 
(Windrush) 
Black History Month 
(Hidden figures) 

Writing model texts:  
How to enter the tomb 
of wonder 
Arabian Nights 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
1001 Arabian Nights  
Ancient Wonders – Iris 
Volant 
The Golden Horsemen 
of Baghdad – Saviour 
Pirotta 
Daily Life in the Islamic 
Golden Age – Nardo 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Archaic language, e.g. 
The Tyger 
Robinson Crusoe 
Wind in the Willows 
 
 
Reading units:  
Remembrance 
Modern vs Classic 
Christmas  

Writing model texts: 
Bess 
Double fatality hits the 
forest! 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
On the Western Front – 
Noyes 
The Ballad of Dick 
Turpin – Noyes 
The Moon is Up – Noyes 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Time Sequences, e.g. 
Cosmic 
The Eye of the North 
 
 
Reading units:  
British history 
Favourite authors – 
Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave 
Rivers and Coasts 

Writing model texts:  
Asgard  
Letter from Arthur to 
Thor 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links: 
Anglo-Saxon Boy – 
Bradman 
Beowulf – Morpurgo 
The King who threw 
away his throne – 
Deary 
 
 
 
 
Reading Spine 
Complex narrator, e.g.  
War Horse 
Clockwork 
 
 
Reading units: 
Poetry by Men 
Mental Health/ 
Emotions 
International Women’s 
Day 

Writing model texts: 
Waste management 
systems  
Should we ban 
plastics?  
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
Ratty’s Big Adventure – 
Lara Hawthorne 
The Emerald Forest – 
Catherine Ward 
The Last Bear – 
Hannah Gold 
Our Planet – 
Attenborough 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Figurative / complex 
narrative, e.g.  
The Arrival 
The Girl of Ink and 
Stars 
 
Reading units: 
Time travel 
Books into Movies – 
Lord of the Rings 
Epic Adventures 

Writing model texts:  
Macbeth and  
the witches 
How to make a spell 
for witches 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
The Tempest 
Hamlet 
Richard III 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Spine: 
Resistant texts, e.g.  
A Monster Calls 
Escape Room 
 
 
Reading units:  
Refugee Week 
Cornwall 
Wonder 
 

 

 

 



 

Class 1 Year 5/6 – Reading Overview – Year B 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

UK vs USA (1) Ancient Greece 
Circulatory System 

UK vs USA (2) Vikings Rivers 
Living things and habitats 

Cornish language 
Evolution/inheritance 

Writing model texts 
Visit Washington 
 
 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links: 
The Good Thieves – 
Randall 
Front Desk – Yang  
Harriet Tubman – Isabel 
Sanchez 
National Parks of the 
USA – Siber 
 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
New releases 
 
 
 
 
Reading units: 
Environment  
Black history month 
(Michelle Obama) 
Black history month 
(Freedom) 

Writing model texts 

The Griffin 
How does the 
circulatory system 
work?  
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
Who let the Gods out? 
– Maz Evans 
Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief – Rick 
Riordan 
The Orchard Book of 
Greek Myths 
Gaia – Greenberg 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Archaic language, e.g. 
The Hobbit 
A Christmas Carol 
Black Beauty 
 
 
Reading units: 
Remembrance 
Super Book Series: 
Percy Jackson 
Christmas 

Writing model texts 
Warden vs boys  
How to terrorise the 
prisoners – a warden’s 
guide 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
Holes – Louis Sachar 
Little Bird Lands – 
McCombie 
Kamala Harris - Isabel 
Sanchez 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Time Sequences, e.g. 
Around the World in 
80 days 
The Nowhere 
Emporium 
 
 
Reading units:  
It’s a no money day 
Favourite authors – 
Piers Torday 
Poetry by Women 
 

Writing model texts 
Vikings attacking!  
 
 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links: 
BBC Viking Sagas 
Arthur and the Golden 
Rope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading spine: 
Complex narrator, e.g. 
Wonder 
Pig Heart Boy 
 
 
Reading units:  
Favourite authors: 
Morpurgo 
Mental Health / 
Emotions 
International Women’s 
Day 

Writing model texts 
How to make a 
powerful tempest  
The Fronaconda 
 
 
Possible writing text 
links:  
Song of the Dolphin 
Boy – Laird 
The Wind in the 
Willows – Grahame 
The River Singers – 
Moorhouse 
The Rhythm of the Rain 
– Baker-Smith 
 
 
Reading Spine:  
Figurative / complex 
narrative, e.g. 
Northern Lights 
Skellig 
 
 
Reading units:  
Great Graphic novels 
Best books of 2023 
Disability 
Representation 
 

Writing model texts 
Charles Darwin’s 
discoveries 
The Moors/Baskerville 
House 
 
Possible writing text 
links: 
Charles Darwin’s On 
the Origin of Species – 
Radeva 
Cornish myths and 
legends 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Spine: 
Resistant texts, e.g.  
A Place called Perfect 
Mirrormask 
 
 
Reading units:  
Refugee Week  
Awesome Men – Sir 
David Attenborough 
Islands 

Protected characteristics links: 

Age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation 



 
 


