
 

MITHIAN MUSIC PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Instruments  Untuned percussion: ‘tappers’, 
‘shakers’ and ‘scrapers’ 

 
A selection for tuned percussion: 
‘ringers’, chime bars. 

 

Untuned percussion  
(e.g. shakers, tappers, tambours, triangles 
etc. including household objects that make 
sounds such as untensils and trays.   
 
Untuned instruments e.g. claves, 
woodblock, guiros, small drums etc 
 
Drum 
 

A mix of tuned instruments with the notes 
A-G-F (e.g. xylophones and glockenspiels)  

or chime bars (notes C, F, A, and G). 
 
iPads (or similar) loaded with an App for 
creating looped rhythms such as: Beat 
looper pro-music maker, Drum pad machine 
– beat maker, Launch pad: DJ with novation, 
Garageband, Bloom etc. 

 

Untuned percussion. 
 
Tuned percussion and beaters: chime bars, 
xylophones, glockenspiels, boomwhackers 
etc. (notes F, G, A, C, D,  G-B-C-D-E -G-A-B and 
B flat). 
 
Firm plastic cups 
 

o Notes for exercises: a full octave C to 
C’  

o Notes for Part 1 (minims): C – D – F – 
G 

o Notes for Part 2 (stepping quavers): 
C – D – E – F – G – A 

o Notes for Part 3 (melody): C – D – E – 
F – G – A – B 

o Notes for Part 4 (scale chords): C – D 
– E – F – G – A – B – C – D – E – F  

 

Untuned percussion e.g. selection of 
drums, wood blocks, claves, a 
tambourine etc 
 
Tuned instruments e.g. Apps, a 
keyboard, piano, virtual piano (online), 
xylophones, glockenspiels, chime bars, 
boom whackers etc. The notes D-C-A 
(the lowest ones you have for the bass) 
and for D minor (D-F-A), C major (C-E-G) 
and A minor (A-C-E) for the chords. 

 
Pitched instruments (guitars, ukuleles), as 
well as apps if you want to use them as an 
instrument. 
 
Ukulele 

 

 

Vocabulary Pitch: shape (contour), 
high/low, higher, lower, 
stepping and leaping / 
jumping notes, cuckoo 
interval, so-mi, up, down, 
melody, interval,  scale,  
 
Structure: call-and-response, 
echo singing, phrase. 
  
Tempo: strong beat,  steady 
beat, pulse (the ‘heartbeat’ of 
the music), fast, slow, faster, 

Pitch: low and high – low voices, high 
voice, low instruments, and high 
instruments (see timbre), Higher, lower, 
mi-re-do (notes E-D-C), untuned/tuned 
instruments, unpitched/pitched 
patterns, stepping notes A-G-F, tuned 
and untuned percussion, ‘cuckoo call’ 
interval (minor 3rd), melody, notes F, C, 
G, and A. melody, notes (C, D, F, G). 
 
Structure: echo, call-and-response, 
cumulative, verse, chorus, question-
and-answer,  4-beat rhythm, ternary 

Pitch: pentatonic scale, note clusters, 
chords. C major scale, solfa (do to do’), 
arpeggio, chord, melody. how high or low 
a note sounds, chords (A minor/Am,  C 
major/C), drone, ‘blue’ note, melody, 
step, skip, arpeggio, chord moving in 
thirds, phrase, shape, ascending, 
descending,  raga, pitch matching, 
triads/chords: C, F, and G major, A minor 
 
Structure: ostinato, echo, phrase, call-
and-response, verse, chorus, repeating – 
often rhythmic pattern, chord, rondo, 

Pitch: melody, chords, bass note, 
major, minor, harmony, high voices 
and low voices, hook, chords, riff, 
octave, G major, D major, drone, 
microtone, vocal decoration. notes (a, 
e, f, c), chords (Am, F, C), part, 
semitone (a half step distance 
between two pitch levels), bass. 
arpeggio, chromatic, C major scale, 
thinking voice, F major, chords C 
minor and G7, chords (A minor/Am  C 
major/C) 
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slower 
  
Timbre: hard/soft, 
scratchy/smooth, etc. 
 tone, tuned/untuned 
percussion, cuckoo whistle, 
orchestra., glockenspiel, 
chime bars, xylophone. 
quality of voice (e.g. squeaky, 
jerky, swishy), ring, shake, 
scrape, tap, strike, drum, 
body percussion. 
 
Texture: solo, together 
(unison), accompaniment. 
 
Duration: beat, pulse, rhythm, 
dotted rhythms, rest, 
longer/shorter sound, waltz 
time (3/4 time). 
 
Dynamics: loud, quiet. louder, 
quieter.  
forte (loud), piano (quiet), cre
scendo (getting 
louder), diminuendo (getting 
quieter). 
 
Other: songwriting, 
improvise, soundscape, 
percussion instruments, 
tuned (with notes), untuned 
(without notes). 

form (ABA), ostinato (repeating 
pattern), introduction, 12-bar blues. 
 
Timbre/texture: walking, bass, low 
instruments (tuba), high instruments 
(glockenspiel, flute/piccolo), drum, 
military band. Untuned percussion 
instruments (doesn’t have notes) 
claves, woodblocks, drums), / tuned 
percussion has notes (chime bars, 
glockenspiel, xylophone, electric guitar, 
double bass, piano, accordion, lap steel, 
voices, saxophone), body percussion 
sounds, whispering, strings, piano, 
xylophone, strings, piano, clarinet. cello, 
strings, glockenspiel, flute, piano, 
round, accompaniment 
 
Duration: rhythm, rest, beat, soft, loud, 
4-beat rhythm pattern, dotted quaver-
semiquaver rhythm (‘skipty’ rhythm), 
rests, repeating pattern, the length of a 
sound/note. For instance, a 4-beat note 
should be counted ‘1,2,3,4’,  loud and 
quiet, gradual, and sudden changes, 
duration actions ‘walk’ (crotchet), 
‘jogging’ (quavers), and ‘shh’ (crotchet 
rest), described as short and long. 
  
Tempo: beat(pulse). fast, slow, steady, 
getting faster. piano, double bass 
 

rhythm sequence, repetition, bar, 
section, introduction, instrumental. 
 
Timbre: tuned and untuned percussion, 
body percussion, steel pans. repinique (a 
high pitched Brazilian drum), drums,  
shakers, articulation, legato (smooth), 
staccato (spiky, detached), glissando, 
bounce, stepping, shimmer, roll, electric 
and traditional instruments from a range 
of countries including: dholak, tabla, sitar, 
tanpura, santoor, guzheng, electric guitar 
and mandolin, bass guitar, krar, masinko, 
percussion, acoustic guitar, banjo, 
harmonica, keyboard, drums, bass guitar, 
double bass 
  
Texture: unison, round, accompaniment. 
melody, solo, ensemble 
 
Duration: rhythm, offbeat, crotchet, 
quavers, rest, clave, syncopation, the 
length of a note, beat/pulse, crotchet 
(‘walk’), quavers (‘jogging’), crotchet rest 
(‘shh’), 4/4, bar (4 beats), rhythm. rhythm 
patterns), minim (‘stride’), dotted 
quaver/semiquaver (‘skipty’). pattern, 
time signature, 3/4 and 4/4 time 
signatures, beats in the bar. 
 
Tempo: beat, off-beat. 
 

Structure: call-and-response, spoken 
interludes, phrase. verse, chorus, 
bridge/middle eight, introduction 
(intro), ending (outro), middle 
8,  question-and-answer, ostinato (a 
repeating pattern), coda (a fancy 
ending), round, 3 sections, phrase, 
part, intro,  
 
Timbre: choir, male and female voices, 
congregation, electric piano, bass 
guitar, drum kit, ukulele, acoustic 
guitar, piano,  bass guitar, chucking 
(palm mute), up strum, down strum, 
pick, cello, accordion, singer, 
staccato (short, detached notes to 
create a ‘spiky’ 
sound/articulation), legato (smooth 
articulation of notes, creating a 
seamless flow in the music), rhythm 
section, brass section, woodwind 
section, scat singing (scatting), electric 
violin, acoustic violin/fiddle, rock band 
(electric and bass guitars, drums), 
electronic beats, guitar pedals, 
distortion, orchestral violins. a 
cappella (unaccompanied),  
 
Texture: unison (singing same 
melody), homophonic (singing in 
harmony). solo, echo, melody and 
accompaniment, homophonic (moving 
together), call-and-response, a 
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Rhythm: long/short notes, rhythmic 
patterns, ‘walk’ (crotchet), ‘jog-ging’ 
(two quavers) and ‘skip-ty’ (dotted 
quaver, semiquaver). 
 
Articulation: sliding (glissando), smooth 
(legato). short/detached notes 
(staccato). elegant, graceful, relaxing. 
 
Character: flowing, wavy, smooth, 
heavy, plodding, resonant, twitchy, 
fluttering, swooping. 
 
Metre: beats are commonly grouped 
into regular patterns (usually in 2s, 3s, 
or 4s). The first beat of each pattern is 
often accented and is known as the 
‘strong beat’. For example, a 3-time 
waltz will have a swinging ‘1,2,3, 1,2,3’ 
feel, while a march in 4-time will have 
you counting ‘1,2,3,4, 1,2,3,4’ as you 
walk along. 
 
 
Other: compose, graphic symbol, 
improvising – experimenting within a 
structure, graphic score, compose, 
soundtrack, silent film. 
 
 

Rhythm: an arrangement of notes of 
different durations. 
  
Dynamics: piano (p), forte (f ), fortissimo (
ff ) subito (suddenly). volume, louds and 
softs. 
  
Other: improvise, compose, ensemble ‘. 
Trinidad and Tobago, calypso, technique, 
minimalism – a genre of music made up 
from simple ostinatos that repeat a lot 
with little change over time. samba, 
carnival, ‘fanfarra’ (fanfare), Escolas de 
samba (Samba schools). improvise. 
articulation (clarity in the production of 
successive notes), diction (sounding out 
words clearly), body percussion. 
soundscape, musical counting, 
orchestration (the art of choosing which 
instruments should play which ideas), 
graphic score (a visual representation of 
music).  folk-rock, acoustic, electric. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cappella/unaccompanied, 
accompaniment, dense, intricate, 
busy, complex, transparent, sparse, 
layers, polyphonic, homophonic, 
monophonic, melody and 
accompaniment, three-part harmony. 
  
Duration: 4/4 time signature, 
crotchet, quavers, semiquavers, 
rhythm, beat. beat/pulse, semibreve, 
minim, bar, offbeat, count-in, 
swing/swung rhythm, syncopation, 3 
beats per bar, 3/4 time signature, 3-
time, dotted crotchet, dotted minim,  
crotchet rest,   
 
Dynamics: quiet, louder, getting 
louder (crescendo). 
 
Tempo: beat, steady beat, the speed 
of a piece of music. 
Pulse: a steady beat (like a ticking 
clock) 
 
Style: acoustic pop, country, folk, pop, 
tango, neotango, electronic music, 
fusion. 
  
Other: sea shanty, work song, rhythm 
grid, accompany/accompaniment, cup 
game/cup rhythm game, body 
percussion music for praise, Gospel, 
spiritual, expression, legato, slide 
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(glissando), note bend, decoration, 
diction, articulation. : lyrics, rhyme, 
phrase, metaphor.  improvisation, 
Nasheed, Arabic music, ukulele tab, 
improvise (‘doodle’), patsch (body 
percussion such as slapping the knees 
or thighs), improvisation, big band, 
swing music. sacred vocal music, Latin, 
civil rights movement,  genre/style, 
fusion, rock, country, electronic dance 
music (EDM), DJ, impressionism, drum 
and bass, legato, decoration, off-beat 
rhythms, classical, protest song (a 
song written to help a social cause or 
to effect change), lyrics (the words or 
text of a song), chant (lyrics spoken to 
a pulse), melody (or tune – a series of 
notes arranged in a pattern sacred 
vocal music, Latin , improvise 
(‘doodle’), pitch words: mi-re-do (m-r-
d) 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Key Music / 
genres  

Mars 
Happy  
The Imperial March  
The sorcerer’s apprentice 
Cuckoo polka  
Flight of the bumble bee 

Colonel Hathi’s march from The Jungle 
Book 
 
March of the toy soldiers from The 
Nutcracker (Tchaikovsky) 
 

 Peer Gynt Suite no 1 
El Monisero  
March from the Nutcracker  
Geographical fugue  
Fanfarra  

Wellerman 
Wade in the Water 
Shackles 
Wonderwall 
Le freak 
Madinah tun nabi  
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Overture – the wasps  
Une barque sur  
It’s oh so quiet 
5th Symphony 
Mull of Kintyre 
Shenandoah 

Aquarium from The carnival of the 
animals  
The Pink Panther  
 
Humoresque  
 
Nautilus 
 
The Carnival of the animals 
 
Deuling banjos?  
 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious  
 
Jazz Suite  
 
The Lion’s Cage 
 
Rondo a la Krakowiak  
 
Tutti frutti  
 
 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
This Little Light of Mine  
I say a little prayer 
Superman 
Blowin’ in the wind 
Skye Boat Song  
Om Namah Shivaya  
The power of the pentatonic scale  
 
The horse in motion 
 
I will wait  
The Times they are a changin’ 
 
  

 
Watermelon man 
 
Epoca 
 
Lullaby 
 
Notes and Swar Riyaz 
 
In the Mood 
Hooked on dwing  
It don’t mean a thing if  it aint got that 
swing 
 
Shadows 
 
Dona nobis pacem 
 
Ain’t gonna let nobody turn me 
around  

Composers Gustav Holtz 
Pharrell Williams  
John Williams 
Paul Dukas 
Johann Strauss II 
Nikolai Rimsky – Korsakov 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Maurice Ravell 
Bjork  
Ludwig van Beethoven 

Tchaikovsky 
 
Camille Saint-Saens 
 
Henry Mancini  
 
Antonin Dvorak 
 
Anna Meredith 
 

Edvard Grieg 
 
Don Az[oazu  
Tchaikovsky  
Ernst Toch  
Sherman and Sherman 
 
Rosetta Tharpe 
Aretha Franklin 
John Williams 

Sweet Honey in the Rock 
Mary Mary 
 
Oasis 
Chic 
 
Aashiq al-Rasull 
Herbie Hancock 
 
Gatan project 
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Paul McCartney and Wings 
Tom Roush 

Eric Dunbar? 
 
Sherman and Sherman 
 
Dmitri Shostakovich  
 
Frederic Chopin  
 
Little Richard  
 

Bob Dylan 
 
Alastair McDonald 
Dr Nisha Dhuri 
Bobby McFerrin 
Eadeweard Muybridge 
 
Mumford and songs 
Bib Dylan  
 

 
Johannes Brahms 
Bidisha Ghosh 
 
Glenn Miller 
Larry Elgart 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Duke Ellington  
 
Lindsey Stirling  
 
Rag n Bone Man  
 
Hal Hopson  
 
Blind Willie McTell 
Albertina Walker 
Vangelis  

 

 

 


