
 

Year A  Year 3 and 4  Music Sequence of learning 

I've been to 
Harlem 

1 
Listen carefully to the shape of the 
melody, representing the pitches 
using body ladder actions. 
 

2 
Make up an 
accompaniment for the 
singing using notes 
from the pentatonic 
scale. 

3 
Practise keeping a steady 
beat.  
 

4 
Invent three-note 
melodic ostinatos to 
accompany I’ve been to 
Harlem. 
 

5 
Learn a series of rhythms 
using a firm plastic cup to 
play along with I’ve been 
to Harlem. 
 

6  
Perform the song in 
unison, as a round, and 
with accompaniment. 

Chilled-out 
clap rap 

1 
Explore hand clapping music.  

. 
 

2 
Clap an offbeat 
accompaniment.  

 

3 
Recognise crotchets, 
quavers, and crotchet rests 
in rhythm examples. 

 

4 
Compose a 4-beat 
rhythm in pairs.  

5 
Translate these rhythms 
to single notes on 
instruments. 

6  
Work in a group to 
rehearse one verse and 
the chorus, combining 
rapping, 

Whole Class 
Instrument 
Percussion 
Mangrove 
Twilight 

1 
Find out about calypso music 
from Trinidad and Tobago. 

. 
 

2 
Learn the untuned 
percussion parts 
(Shaker, Claps, and 
Claves) and play 
along with the 
backing track. 

3 
Listen to calypso music and 
practise the claves rhythm. 

 

4 
Learn the unison 
phrase on untuned 
and tuned 
instruments. 
 

5 
Sing and play a C major 
scale 

6  
Rehearse Parts 1 and 
2 together and play 
with a looped 
backing track. 

 

 7  
Learn about Calypso Rose. 

 

8 
Invent their own 
clapping pattern to 
Four white horses. 

 

9 
Rehearse alternating 
Sections A and B. 

 

10 
Rehearse the whole 
piece. 

 

11 
Sing in call-and-
response and 
improvise call-and-
response patterns 
using untuned and 
tuned percussion. 

12 
 Compose their own 
call-and-response 
pieces in groups. 

 

Just three 
notes 

1 
Recognise and read rhythm 
notation. 

 

2 
Recognise, copy, sing 
and play three 
pitches – C-D-E. 

3 
Notate, read, and follow a 
score. 

   

Samba with 
Sergio 

1 
Learn about Brazilian carnival, 
samba, and Sérgio Mendes. 

 

2 
Understand music 
that has four counts 
to each bar. 

 

3 
Learn rhythm patterns using 
vocal percussion.. 

   

Fly with the 
stars 

1 
Revisit crotchet ‘walk’ and 
quaver ‘jogging’ durations. 

 

2 
Play crotchet/quaver 
patterns using notes 
A and C with the 
backing track. 

 

3 
Sing the call-and-response 
song Tongo with solo parts 
accompanied by a drone. 

 

4 
Identify the chord 
changes of the song 
through movement 
work. 

 

5 
Practise playing note 
rhythms to the verse 
and chorus following 
the chord structure. 

 

6  
Decide what to 
include in their class 
arrangement, 
rehearse and record 
a performance of it. 

 


