Music development plan summary: Mithian School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025
Date this summary was published July 2024
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025
Name of the school music lead Deborah Eva
Name of school leadership team member with Linda Garbett
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Asone
Name of other music education organisation(s) n/a
(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Mithian we have a Music curriculum which is committed to developing knowledge
and skills as well as curiosity. We encourage practical music sessions, promote a
love of music and celebrate each child’s talent as a musician. We encourage
evaluation, composition, performance and review. Children develop their musical
knowledge and understanding through considering how music is created, produced
and communicated. Children have the opportunity to learn musical instruments, use
technology to enhance music and explore, create and compose their own musical
pieces. We value musicians and composers of all genres, styles, traditions and
historical periods and actively teach works of various composers enabling our
children to perform, listen to, review and evaluate a range of music.

The music curriculum at Mithian is taught following the foundation stage curriculum,
national curriculum and considering the model music curriculum. To ensure variety
and breadth as well as progression of skills, music curriculum objectives are on a




two-year rolling programme. Children are introduced to, and expected to use, key
musical vocabulary and there is a progression of skill in musical notation.

Music is taught for an hour a week in KS1 and KS2; EYFS have sessions 30-45
minutes in length and access additional music activities within continuous provision
and as part of rhymes, singing etc.

Classroom lessons are delivered through the Sing Up Curriculum. Sing up embraces
a spiral approach to music learning with children revisiting, building and extending
their knowledge, understanding and skills incrementally. This allows the children to
engage with music through the six strands of singing, listening, playing instruments,
composition and improvisation, music theory and performance.

We use the ‘PEAS’ structure within all sessions to ensure prior learning, enquiry
guestion, assessment and sequence. Specific enquiry questions have been selected
for lessons to reduce overload for all children and provide clear learning focus.

Activities are adapted for children with additional needs ensuring that our music
curriculum is accessible for all. Technology is used to support music including
Chromebooks and ipads. SEND adaptations are made specifically considering
individual children and needs for example use of quiet spaces, ear defenders.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Children at Mithian have a variety of opportunities to explore music outside of what is
taught in lesson time, including one-to-one, small-group and large-group tuition for
instruments or voice.

Children across the whole school have an opportunity to have brass, keyboard or
guitar lessons with a peripatetic teacher if they express an interest. Lessons on other
instruments can be arranged through the AsOne hub. Children with a pupil premium
status can have free or financially subsidised lessons.

As children move into Key Stage 2 they have whole class instrument sessions learning
how to play recorders with their class teacher and ukuleles with the AsOne Hub.
These are free of charge.

Key Stage 2 children have an opportunity to join the school choir, performing in
concerts at school, in the community or with other local schools at exciting venues eg
Truro Cathedral.




Children learning orchestral instruments are part of the Pop-Up Primary Orchestra.
This orchestra brings together children from all Truro based (and wider) primary
schools and meets within the school day. The Orchestra is run by the Music Hub
Primary School engagement lead and conducted by the Music Hub ensembles lead.
This orchestra offers children playing orchestral instruments the opportunity to build
skills and confidence and experience playing in a large ensemble.

All of our children have the opportunity to perform solo or with their class during
Christmas shows and as part of our Celebration Assemblies each Friday. Additionally,
they perform at Harvest, Easter and as part of musical theatre show in the Summer
term.

Set out what ensembles that pupils can join outside of what is taught in lesson time,
such as choirs or vocal ensembles, as well as instrumental ensembles, bands and
groups, and other forms of music-making.

Set out how pupils can make progress in music outside of lesson time, including
instrument loans, weekend, after-school or holiday provision such as Saturday music
centres, and any qualifications or awards pupils can achieve.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Children at Mithian school enjoy a variety of musical experiences including regular
events such as singing in assembly, musical performances, concerts and shows at the
school, and trips to concerts outside of the school for example being part of The Big
Sing. We have welcomed The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and endeavour to
welcome a range of musicians where possible. As part of Choir / Music club pupils
created pieces linked with the English National Opera.

As part of our assemblies children listen to a range of musical genres considering a
variety of cultures, styles, instruments, vocals and periods of history. When working
within the classroom children are exposed to Musician of the month.




Further examples of events children at Mithian have had opportunities to take part in
and perform at are:

TPAT Musical showcase (held at HFC) — Y5/6 Ukuleles
Songfest (at Truro Cathedral) — mixed singers Y3-6
The Big Sing (held at HFC) — Y3/4

Falmouth Sea Shanty Festival — performance as part of Primary Sea Shanty Singers —
mixed singers Y3-6

Community Carol singing (in Truro) — Y3-6 — in Truro (through AsOne Hub and Truro
Bid)

Christmas Performances — all year groups
Pop Up Primary Orchestra — informal end of year performance (players from Y3-6)
Harvest Performance inviting local care home residents to school (Y3-6)

Christmas Performance at local care home (Y3-6) musicians and singers

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

We introduced the Sing Up curriculum mid-way during the 23-24 academic year. This
will be the first whole year delivering it. Teachers are carrying out CPD to reflect these
changes.

Our next steps are to embed this curriculum, encourage more showcasing of musical
talent as part of our Celebration Assemblies and introduce music jotters to record
notation and composition.

Further information (optional)

Our local music hub is AsOne. https://asoneperform.com/ ASONE Perform CIC became
the lead organisation for the music hub in Cornwall. The ASONE Hub is a partnership of local and
regional organisations working together to support the music education of young people in
Cornwall. The Hub leads on the strategic development of music education locally and works with a
variety of organisations and individuals to meet local needs. We are constantly striving to ensure
that we reach all children and young people, regardless of age, location or interests.
https://asoneperform.com/page/asone-hub

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get
involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school.

https://www.qov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-
and-young-people
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